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Offering Hope
to Immigrants

ESPERANZA CENTER

Esperanza Center offers hope and compassion to

thousands of immigrants trying to navigate life in this

country. Many have fled war and other dangerous

conditions. Some arrived as unaccompanied minors.
We provide services related to education, health

care, immigracgon lav, family reunificatkon, and-oraf-
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Half-century of service

Franciscan Center offers dignity, respect and a listening ear
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Fifty years ago, the Franciscan Sisters  healiby lanch

of Baltlmare wene lIving in & oofvedt
on Mandand Avenue, They mintstored
around the corner, at the 51 Fran-
chs School for Special Education, in a
building that had previcasly been the
Bt Franciz Home for African-Ameri-
can orphans.

Semsing the communitys need as
the 1960s neared a tumulivous close,
the relighous women began to minds-
ter 60 those on the street, making amd
distributing  pranuat-butter-and-jelly
sandwictis, The mimlstry was formal-
tred Sept. 10, 1968, ax the Franciecan
Center of Baltimore, amd In the 15608
set wp shop in the bullding that hed
held the crphanage and schoal.

Wi have qubsily Dien & oEnber ol
hope since day one” sald Joff Griffin,
executive director, of s burgeoning
role in s secomd half-century of ser-
vice. "We're finding new was o help
our communiies and our nelghbors
it hack on thelr feek”

Thee Franclzean Center'’s miost robust

b oof S Feanch of Asasil Mary Searne
ChAn iyan papleing. avaiiably pereices 1o @ nge
et of 1he Frascihoss Conter

ouineach k= a mweal
program. In fiscal
year 2018, nearly

and dinner pro-
grams, and emer-
gency ErOoery
hags. Lanches are
alfered on week-

days, and dinners Bty Elbn, @ gl of e Frang [Ban Ceiiil, e o of D COmpuen
an Mondsys and s the bechnslogy sea of aetrssch on West 23 Steat

Wednesdays,

Giuests are interviewed by a social
worker who will aswess the person's
needs andd palde them 1o jB many
respuarces ab the Franciscan Cemter,
whibch staff refer vo as a “one-stoep shop.”

Hezources  include  Attire-s-Hine
{mens professional cbothingl; & bar-
ber; a children's library; clobing and
toiletries; computer, job-readiness and
GED elassis; cownseling servboes:; ovie-
ton prevention; health care soreeningx
=nd vests; madl reception; assistancs in
obiaining IDs amd birth certificabes;
prescription referralls; transporation
iokens and phone access for employ-
meent, hesalith of bousing opportunitbes;
and wiility assistance.

“We are digging in deep on how we
can help people bgfore they Bave 1o g
o s Griffin sald. "We listen 40 our
social workers amd our volunbeers, and
there are a couple needs that jumpout”

Amang them, Griffin aald, are belp-
Img these im search of sife, relkable and
affordsble housing: expanding the din-
Méf PIoEram 1o mare thas 1we nkghta
& week) and direct-leaming inftiatives.

Thi Franciscan Sisters of Baltimon:
meerged with the Sisters of St Francls
of Aszsisl, based In Milwaukes, Wis., in
2001, When Skster Mary Jeanns Cuin-
liwan, of the katier order, heand abowt
the Baliimore sisters’ minkstries, she

was meast impressed with the Francis-
can Cenber.

“My heart just kind of skipped a
beat,” Sister Mary Jeanne sald, sensing
I8 weas where God waebed Bbir to B, "It
stirred something in me”

She 1iﬂ-l||:|- mevx] nine YUArS SR 10
Baltimsore, where she ministers st the
Prancizcan Center as a soclal worker.

*It's & mnbnkstry, it's not jEst A job”
Sister Mary Jeanne sald. “Minlsry is
sach a matual thing. | pet a5 msch ol
of it as [ will ever give to someons else”

Ome of her clients, Tyra Owens, has
umid the services of the Framciscan
Center for mofe than 15 years. Follow.
img & separation from her bushand, the
oenter hid provided her a mallbox and
an 1D, in addition o food and clothing.

*Its & blessing” Orwens sabd, adding
that the most valmable resource &t the
Franckeean Center ks Sister Mary Jeanne,
who sttended bher prandlson® funoeral
“Hhee's st a St CAFIRG, PoTsdn.

Many times, Skter Mary Jeanoe
sakdl, providing & “lstening ear” 8 jusi
as important ax informing clients of
PSP,

“It's important what we do, bug it's
more important kow we do what we
da,” Sister Mary Jeanne sald, “People
can come here amd always be treated
with dignity and respeet.” s
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—— ESPERANZA CENTER

Esperanza Center offers hope and compassion to
thousands of immigrants trying to navigate life in this
country. Many have fled war and other dangerous
conditions. Some arrived as unaccompanied minors.
We provide services related to education, health
care, immigration law, family reunification, anti-traf-

ficking and more.
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SPERANZA CENTER

GILMA, MABEL,
MARIA & GILMA
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'A great kid'": 16-year-old North Harford student
dies after being hit by car while running to catch
school bus

By Erika Butler

A 16-year-old North Harford High School student died after being hit by an SUV while running to catch a school bus Tuesday
morning, Maryland State Police said. The student, Kyle Lynam, was late to his school bus stop and ran into Norrisville Road in

White Hall to try and catch up to the bus, according.,..

Schmuck: Even if Orioles feel urgency to replace Stnet with eriMuhng ol
i ) homes near gleaming new
Duquette and Showalter, this could take awhile school, Baltimore housing “‘.
tries something new: DIY e

=
MedStar

Baltimore police, city officials H I B H s c H u D I-

. . . . ... 8 to discuss staffing,
Baltimore interim police commissioner Gary Tuggle misconduct investigations at
l withdraws from consideration for permanent job consent decree hearing
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Offering senior housing assistance to help rebuild lives.

DONATE TODAY }
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'A great kid'": 16-year-old North Harford student
dies after being hit by car while running to catch
school bus

By Erika Butler

A 16-year-old North Harford High School student died after being hit by an SUV while running to catch a school bus Tuesday
morning, Maryland State Police said. The student, Kyle Lynam, was late to his school bus stop and ran into Norrisville Road in

White Hall to try and catch up to the bus, according.,..
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